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It’s been a long, cool spring; a traditional 
spring—an almost normal spring. And in that 
time, amid the anticipation and excitement of 
summer’s approach, the joy and chore of gar-
dening is in full swing for many of us. 

If your situation is anything like mine—
more “chore” and less “joy”—then why not 
do something easy, like planting f lowers that 
are so comfortable here that they grow wild—
whether because they evolved here, or were 
imported and loved it. You can read here about 
the history and lore of some of these wildflow-
ers, find out why many are not actually “wild.”

Can’t afford a greenhouse? Then consider 
the cold frame. I like to call it the “poor man’s 
greenhouse.” It’s very effective, and writer/
builder Joe Cooke will not only tell you why, 
he’s also shared ideas on creating a 10-foot-
long cold frame for under $100.  

If things “always look greener on the other 
side,” then maybe your neighbors are roll-
ing their lawns. Annemarie Schuetz’s article, 
“Tending the Green Sea,” is filled with tips and 
tricks on bettering your home turf. I’ve already 
followed one of them—”sharing the wealth” to 
great success.

Perhaps you’d rather forgo “tending the 
green…” and instead fill your yard with vari-
ous easy-care groundcovers. Fortunate you! 
Wallis Brandt has interviewed several area 
gardeners, all professionals, who have graced 

us with their knowledge and recommenda-
tions for covering your yard with lawn substi-
tutes—those attractive and sometimes even 
fragrant low-growing plants that won’t need 
any mowing.

And in the spare time that no mowing 
brings, follow along as one “master” gardener 
shares her expertise and love for all things 
f loral—including tips and tools of the trade. 
From seedlings to saplings, petals to pots, 
learn how you too, can create a country bou-
quet in Jonathan Fox’s “How does your garden 
grow?”

Here’s wishing everyone a happy and healthy 
gardening and landscaping season!

— Ramona Jan
Section editor
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OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE
ALL HOMES HAVE BEEN REMOLDED WITH NEW KITCHEN & BATH

CALL TODAY 570-729-7050

NOTICE-FOR SALE BY OWNER
51 OLD BROOK  RD 
BARRYVILLE, NY

1 1/2 AC., 3BR, 2 FULL 
BATHS ON A NY 

STOCKED TROUT 
STREAM IN YOUR BACK 

YARD 

ASKING $189,000

2 BODINE LAKE RD 
YULAN, NY

LAKE FRONT, 2BR, 
GRANITE TOPS, FIREPLACE, 
MULTIPLE DECKS, WALK-

OUT BASEMENT. BOAT 
HOUSE & DOCK

ASKING $179.000

474 VAN TYLE RD 
BARRYVILLE, NY

HILLSIDE SECTION 2AC, 
3 BR, 2 1/2 BATH GREAT 

ROOM WITH FIRE PLACE 
& BAR 

ASKING $189,000

EAGLE’S NEST ESTATES 
52 EAGLE VIEW RD 

NARROWSBURG, NY

NEW - 3BR, 2.5BA, 6AC WITH 
MAGNIFICENT VIEW OF THE 

UPPER DELAWARE RIVER

 ASKING $469,000

Creative Earth 
Landscaping

845-468-0130
Joe Johonnes

www.CreativeEarthLandscape.com

PO Box 474
Mongaup Valley, NY 12762

Stonework
Patio, Retaining Wall and Walkway installation
Flower Beds and Gardens
Ponds and Waterfalls
Fencing

Free estimates! Boilers, Heat Pumps and Building Controls

73°

68° 76° 72°

Create comfort 
zones  in your 
home that  
central  air just 
can’t match.
A Mitsubishi Electric Zoned Comfort Solution™

gives you more  control over the temperatures  

in your home, and does it better than central air.

A Mitsubishi Electric Zoned Comfort 
Solution out performs central air. 

 40% more efficient than central air.

 Up to 8 individual zones (per system).

 Improves air quality, reducing dust,  

mold and allergens.

 Quieter than a human whisper.

 Remote control technology via kumo cloud™ 

or other smart home connected devices.

 The #1 selling zoned brand.

 Professional installation.

 Financing available.
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• On Site Manufacturing
• 5" Residential
• 6" & 7" Commercial
• 36 Colors Available
• Leaf Guard Systems
• All Work Done by Owner

Bob’s Seamless Gutters
When you want it done right the fi rst time

845-557-8967
800-928-8113

Bob Ferry Jr., Owner
Pond Eddy, NY

By Joe Cooke

So you want vegetables in the winter, fresh from your 
garden—but you live in a climate with deep freezes and 
frequent snows. What to do?

Some people put up greenhouses, creating a climate 

that lets them grow heat-loving produce year round. It 
can be an expensive project, with ongoing costs.

There is an alternative: the cold frame. Basically a 
bottomless box topped by something sturdy and trans-
parent, the cold frame can be built from scrounged 
parts (therefore free), or from new materials. I built 

an approximately 10-by-three-foot cold frame with a 
friend using new wood and old windows. Total cost 
under $100—lumber and incidentals from Callicoon 
Supply in Callicoon, NY and clear plastic sheeting from 
Home Depot. A cold frame will still give you salad in 
winter.

Building a frugal cold frame

Completed cold frame

Continued on page 5
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845-887-5350
Open 6 days a week

M-F 8-5  Sat 8-3
3965 Rt 17B

Callicoon, N.Y. 12723
Come in and see Dennis, Raymond, Donald, Harley & Cathy

JOHN H. ESCHENBERG INC.

Chainsaws, Trimmers, 
Blowers, Stone saws, Hedge 
trimmers, Battery powered 
equipment, Hand tools and 

safety apparel
Zero turns and
Walk behinds

Riding mowers 
and Zero turns  

Trimmers and 
Blowers

Chain saws, Trimmers, Blowers, 
Riding mowers and Zero turns

Chain Saws

Zero turns 
and Walk 
behinds

What you need
Basically you need wood, something 

transparent, hardware to connect all the 
parts, and either some carpentry expe-
rience or a willingness to fail and fix. 
When making useful things cheaply, 
there are too many variables to give a 
step-by-step recipe. This is an inspira-
tion guide rather than a how-to.

Wood for the frame: two-by-fours are 
what most people have lying around, 
but you can use one-by-eights as we did 
here, or whatever’s on hand. Caution: be 
sure the wood is NOT pressure-treated 
or painted. Yes, this means you will 
eventually have to replace it. 

Hardware to support corners: screws 
and brackets are easier; nails and corner 
blocks are cheaper.

Tools: a saw, a drill and a hammer 
The top: old windows are tradition-

ally used, but they aren’t the best choice, 
since water can pool in the cross-pieces. 
But that can be forestalled by protect-
ing them with clear plastic sheeting. You 
can also use the plastic sheeting alone in 
place of the windows, but you’ll need to 

COLD FRAME
Continued from page 4

build some kind of window-like frame 
to attach it to. Another choice is tem-
pered glass, but this can be expensive 
and heavy. Ask around for used shower 
doors. You’ll need a hook-and-eye or 
other way to latch the windows open. 
You don’t want the wind blowing the top 
down on your head while you garden. 

Hinges: at least two per lid panel
Scraps for bottom: gardening 

expert Eliot Coleman suggests put-
ting scrap wood under the frame. The 
scrap will rot first and can be replaced.

Photos by Ramona Jan
Windows, retired and looking for work

Continued on page 6

Smalls
Plumbing, Heating, and AC
“No job’s too big 

for SMALLS”

SERVING SULLIVAN 
COUNTY SINCE 1953

www.smallshvac.com

FULLY INSURED 
& BONDED

Specializing in All Phases of 
Service & Installation: Plumbing, 
Radiant Heating, Hot Water/Hot 
Air Heating, Air Conditioning, 

AC Ductless Split Systems

CALL TODAY FOR ALL 
YOUR SERVICE NEEDS

Certi  ed & factory trained professionals 
in the latest technologies

845-794-7780

876 Old Route 17,
Harris NY

ULLIVAN

BEST

TR
R
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SERVICE:  BRIGGS & STRATTON • TECUMSEH • KOHLER
SELLER:  COUNTRY CLIPPER • POWER KING • SHINDAIWA TORO/WHEEL HORSE • JIFFY • DOLMAR

748 RIDGE STREET • HONESDALE  PA   18431 • 570-253-6430

OSBORNE’S LAWN AND GARDEN
SALES AND SERVICE

HRS:     MON THRU FRI  8AM TO 5PM         SAT 8AM TO  2PM

Design it
Many cold frames are built with the top on a slant; 

however, that requires more sawing. A slanted top 
makes it easier to lift and it sheds snow (you don’t want 
heavy snow piles to break your top). If you don’t want to 
do much sawing, then go for the f lat frame.

Choose the height: a taller frame can accommodate 
larger vegetables. It also complicates the build. 

Calculate dimensions: fit sides lengths to your top. 
If you’re slanting the top, have someone hold it in posi-
tion so you can measure correctly. A little overhang is 
needed to shed water. 

Put it together
Measure three times, cut once. Keep checking that 

your corners are square. Again, if you’re using win-
dows, top them with clear plastic sheeting to control 
pooling. Fasten the plastic to the top. 

COLD FRAME
Continued from page 5

Measure three times, cut once. Note straightedge.

Setting up the frame before 
screwing it together; strong 
breeze not required.

Care and feeding
Locate the cold frame facing south, away from shade-

making buildings, trees, or hills. Dig up the turf if nec-
essary. Make sure there is either something behind it to 
which you can anchor the top while you’re working, or 
enough space to lay the tops back and down. 

What to put in it: Many experts recommend cold-
tolerant produce. Or you can start seeds in it come early 
spring, perhaps six weeks before the normal planting 
time. Or harden off seedlings started indoors. Experi-
ment!

Watering: You won’t need to water much in winter, 
but there aren’t any hard-and-fast rules. Use your judg-
ment. Yes, it’s fine to open the top in the cold, long 
enough to water or pull plants. Apparently, the expo-
sure to the cold that cold-frame plants receive toughens 
them up. Just don’t open it and wander off, forgetting 
to close it.

When it gets really cold: Cover the frame with blan-
kets, burlap, or hay. Try putting black-painted, water-
filled milk jugs inside to warm up in the sun and emit 
heat overnight or rigid foam board for insulation. 

When it gets warm, say 50° outside or more, keep the 
top open so your plants don’t bake. Besides, you’ll want 
to let the rain in. Some kind of screen cover would be 
wise so the neighborhood cats don’t think it’s a giant 
litter box.

Questions? Try your local garden store, or the library’s 
gardening section. Cold frames are improvised, and 
their use calls for paying attention to your plants and 
their needs. Homemade solutions come with no war-
ranties.

Plastic roofing helps weatherproof the top.
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411 Route 17B • Monticello, NY

(845)796-HOME (4663)

www.BestHomesOnEarth.com
OFFERING

Custom Modular Homes • Demo • Foundations & Masonry
Manufactured Homes • Site Plans • Garage & Barns • Full Excavation

AWARD WINNING MODEL CENTER

Thank you again for 
voting us Best Bathroom 

Remodeler, Builder/
Developer, Green Business

& Home Builder

Serving New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Connecticut.

BEST
TR

R
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By Annemarie Schuetz

In 1548, a lawn was just “a place voyde of trees.” Now-
adays, we want our lawns void of weeds, bugs and bald 
patches, too. 

Creating a great lawn doesn’t have to be complex, 
says Dayna Gaeta at Cornell Cooperative Extension in 
Liberty, NY. She provides an easy-to-follow calendar for 
lawn enthusiasts, and local garden stores have added 
their two cents. 

Tending the green sea
Lawn Care 101

March
The lawn year 

starts in March, 
with testing your 
soil. Find your soil 
under the snow. 
(Okay, kidding, wait 
for the thaw.) Test 
and aim for a pH of 
6.0 to 7. Soil is usu-
ally acidic around 
here, with a lower pH, and the way to fix it is to add 
lime. “Lime is more important than fertilizer,” says Jim 
Boxberger, Jr., of Monticello Farm, Home, and Garden. 
“The lawn can green up just from adding it.” 

April
April means weeding. Pull 

the dandelions; and manage 
crabgrass with properly bal-
anced soil, fertilizer 
and above all, 
good seed. Late 
summer is the 
time to sow. (See 
the August entry.)

May
Fertilize in late May, assuming lime hasn’t done the 

trick. The assiduous fertilize on Memorial Day, Labor 
Day and Halloween. The rest of us can pick a holiday 
or two to feed the grass. Try a slow-release organic fer-
tilizer, which experts say is less likely to seep into the 
groundwater or burn your lawn. Organic can be more 
expensive, and you need more of it, but it’s good for the 
beneficial bugs and microbes that inhabit your yard.

PETER A. KESTLER

Since 1967 “Water when you want it!”

Shohola, PA
570-559-7596

Licensed driller serving NY, NJ and PA 

   LICENSED: NY,    REG.: NYC

Peters
Plumbing & Heating
North Branch, NY

845-482-5452
Bob Peters, Owner

PO Box 268
6365 SR 52, Cochecton, NY 12726
cochectonselfstorage@yahoo.com
845-932-5140; 845-932-8232 fax
Frank and Kasey Kratz, Owners

COCHECTON
SELF STORAGE LLCLC

Continued on page 10

Illustrations by Amanda Reed
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Peter and Marsha Comstock, Directors

Preschool to Eighth Grade
Full Academic Enrichment

& Outdoor Education Programs
Foreign Language, Art & Music

85 Acre Campus
25 minutes from Port Jervis & Monticello 

A Unique Montessori School

428 Hollow Road,
Glen Spey, NY 12737

(845)856.6359
www.homesteadschool.com

Jesse G’s Nursery
LANDSCAPE & OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

JesseGsNursery.com • 914.443.5802
CONTEMPORARY & RUSTIC CHARM DESIGNS

bluestone work • patios & terraces 
privacy screens • out-buildings • water gardens & ponds

Quality, professional fencing Quality, professional fencing 
at affordable pricesat affordable prices
Commercial • Residential • IndustrialCommercial • Residential • Industrial

845.386.1161 • 845.791.4311845.386.1161 • 845.791.4311
Otisville, NY • www.ketchamfence.comOtisville, NY • www.ketchamfence.com

Swimming Pool Enclosures • Electric Gate Openers
Landscape Enhancement • Custom Wood • VinylLandscape Enhancement • Custom Wood • Vinyl

Chain Link • Wrought Iron • Decorative Aluminum • RailingChain Link • Wrought Iron • Decorative Aluminum • Railing
Protect Your Children and AnimalsProtect Your Children and Animals



10   OUR COUNTRY HOME SUMMER 2017

June-July
Then it’s summer and time to start watering and 

mowing. The amount of water differs: perhaps 1 inch for 
sandy soil and 1½ inch for clay, per week, minus rainfall. Types 
of grass can make a difference too. Grass will survive a short drought; long-term 
dryness can damage the lawn. Ask your cooperative extension for advice if you’re 
concerned.

Lawnmower blades are key to mowing. Make sure they’re 
sharp. You can sharpen the blades yourself, but do be careful; 
we like you with all your fingers intact. Alternatively, try your 
independent garden store or lawnmower sales shop.

When you mow, aim for a height of 2½ to 3 
inches, and leave the clippings on the lawn 
for added nitrogen. Share the wealth and 
spread out any clumps.

If you still cut your lawn with a scythe, you can con-
sider rolling, too. Hotly debated in the UK, rolling 
(with a sort of barrel with attached handle) probably 
won’t make your grass as f lat as a cricket ground. But 
there is a strong contingent of the deeply nostalgic 
who roll their lawns because a) they own a roller and 
b) great-great-great grandpa did it too.

TENDING
Continued from page 8

August
Come mid-August, it’s time to seed, 

or “overseed” if you already have a lawn. 
The soil is warm and moist and with 
luck there aren’t too many weeds. 

With seed, proper pH comes first, says 
Rich Wulff at Delaware Valley Farm and 
Garden in Callicoon. “People neglect 
it and neglect it severely.” Then choose 
seed, but first decide, “for what kind of 
lawn? High traffic, sunny areas, heavy 
shade? Each type of seed is different, 
depending on what they’re designed to 
do.” Look for a high germination rate, he 
adds.

And buy from your local independent 
garden store, says Boxberger. Box stores 
can provide seed that isn’t specific to 
our area, and those inexpensive bags 
may contain a lot of filler. 

August is also time to core aerate your 
lawn. Lawns get compacted from being 
walked or driven on; they have mats of 
roots and dead grass, and all of it is a 
barrier to air and water. Core aerators 
punch holes in your yard and pull up 
cores, piercing that barrier. Check your 
garden store or rental shop.

 

 

 

8845-2292-11494 

24/7 Emergency Service 

Courteous  

Professional  

Service for  

AAll  

Your Septic Needs 

SSEPTIC  TANK  CLEANING

koberlein.com 

Continued on page 12
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EFFICIENT 
COOLING AND 
HEATING WITHOUT
DUCTWORK.

Indoor Wall Mount

Outdoor Compressor

constantcomfort.com

Fujitsu ductless mini-split air conditioners and heat
pumps offer year-round whole-home comfort in
most climates.

Less Ductwork means more savings.  Fujitsu offers no ducts 
or minimal ducts to save you money from duct loss.

Individual Zoning Allows you to heat or cool the areas you    
want, and not the areas that are unoccupied.

High SEER Ratings result in lower utility bills and potentially 
qualify for utility company rebates.  

Easy Installation Fujitsu systems install quicker and with 
less mess than conventional air conditioning systems.

Showcased or Hidden Choose from several indoor unit 
styles - cassette, compact duct or wall mounted.
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TENDING
Continued from page 10

September
September is grub season; that’s when the eggs hatch. 

Dig up a bit of lawn and count the white wormy things. 
More than a few? “There are insecticides that will kill 
them,” says Boxberger. “For organic, try milky spore. It’s 
a bacteria that eats grubs 
and only grubs.” Consis-
tent results depend on the 
lawn and application, and 
it can take a while to find 
grubless success.

October
October means more weeding. Even plants weeded 

earlier may have dropped seeds that have sprouted 
anew; keep your eye open for plantain weed and the 
like. And no, there isn’t really an easy way to do this. 
Pull those weeds.

Catskill 

LeafGuard®

The only One-Piece seamless debris 
shedding gutter on the market today.

Never Clean Your Gutters 
Again—Guaranteed

845-482-5259

November
November to spring thaw: Relax.

The preceding advice should help; follow 
it, and you’ll have a sea of grass for picnics, 
lawn tennis, teatime, or exciting the envy 
of all. If you tried and failed, consider this 
advice on the perfect lawn from a long-for-
gotten source: use good seeds, good water 
and roll daily for 300 years.

Useful contacts:
In Sullivan County, Cornell Cooperative Extension, 

845/292-6180
In Wayne County, Penn State Cooperative Extension, 

570/253-5970, ext. 4110
...or your local garden store

M  I  C  H  A  E  L    J.   C  H  O  J  N  I  C  K  I

                                                                           A R C H I T E C T ,  P . C . C

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN                 ALTERNATIVE ENERGY      

              7 8  K I R K S  R O A D

            N A R R O W S B U R G ,  N Y  1 2 7 6 4

  8 4 5 / 8 8 7 - 4 1 8 1   mchojnicki33@gmail.com

    w w w . m c h o j n i c k i a r c h i t e c t . c o m

MJ

845.252.3547 Narrowsburg, NY Office
570.253.6606 Honesdale, PA Office

nora.pennyork@gmail.com
PO Box 145 Narrowsburg, NY 12764

www.pennyorkrealestate.com

Nora I. Manzolillo
Associate Real Estate Broker PA and NY

Meticulously maintained farmhouse with 
many outbuildings. One family ownership. 
Pride of ownership throughout this proper-
ty. 65 acres - 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 3 car 
garage, a great deal for $369,000 home,  in 
ground pool, and gardens magnificent! A 
gem of a find!  Call Nora Manzolillo for more 
details at 845/252-3547
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All This 
And More 

In One 
Unique 
Store!

369 Broadway,
Monticello, NY

845.794.4333 ext 223
Store Hours:

Mon - Fri.
8:30am - 4pm 

Sat. 8:30am - 12noon

    • original art • sports memorabilia • rugs     • print • photo collages • cross stitch    • posters • object boxes • family heirloons     • 
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Yes... We Can Frame It!

 posters • object boxes • family heirloons •
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water colors • canvas • art tools

STYLISH HOME
FURNISHINGS AND 

ACCESSORIES 

9 0  M a i n  S t r e e t
N a r r o w s b u r g ,  N Y  1 2 7 6 4

( 8 4 5 ) 2 5 2 - 3 9 0 2
•  S t y l e
•  F u n c t i o n
•  H a r m o n y r a s m u s s e n f u r n i s h i n g s . c o m

UPPER DELAWARE FURNITURE 
RASMUSSEN’S  

Tuesday - Saturday 10-5 
Open Sundays 12 - 4

MACIEJEWSKIMACIEJEWSKI
Landscapi

ng
Landscapi

ng

Specializing in:
BEST

TR
R

SEASONED 
FIREWOOD
AVAILABLE

RESTAURANT & SHOPS
 Open 7 Days a week 

 Burgers, Grilled Sandwiches 
 Fajitas, Specialty Salads 
 Quesadillas, Steaks, Pastas 

and more 
 Outside Patio Dining 

 Tourist Information Center 
 1800s School House 
 Koi and Duck Ponds 

 Full Service Pub with Daily 
Drink and Food Specials 

Route 6, Milford, PA

570-296-6831 

www.applevalleyrestaurant.com

Serving affordable meals since 1966

BLACK OAK TREE SERVICEBLACK OAK TREE SERVICE
Tree Removal & TrimmingTree Removal & Trimming

Fully Insured • Fair Prices • Free Estimates
845-557-3833
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By Jonathan Charles Fox

For enthusiasts like Livingston Manor’s Mia Koerner, 
tending to the garden is a lot of work, but absolutely a 
labor of love. “I grew up here in the Manor,” Koerner says, 
“where beauty was evident daily when I walked to school, 
swam in the lakes and fished with my dad. The natural 
world was not separate from our daily lives—it was every-
where. My father always had a vegetable garden which he 
shared with neighbors and later would use in my mother’s 
restaurant (The Oak Table) from the late ‘70s until 1997. 
My interest in learning about the natural ecology really 
began in my teens, when Earth Day was established.”

By the time Mia and her husband Joe bought a home on 
Shandalee Road, they were concerned about pesticides 
and chemicals that had become commonplace in the agri-
cultural industry and how that could affect their growing 
family. “We knew it was throwing nature out of balance,” 
she said, “and made a concerted effort to not use any her-
bicides, insecticides or chemical fertilizers on our prop-
erty, while doing plenty of research in the local library in 
order to learn as much as we could.” With over 13 acres, 
Mia and Joe have plenty of room to tend to their own little 
piece of paradise, but making sure that it will last for gen-
erations has also become their mission.

“Back in the 1980s, our precious Shandalee Brook was 
threatened, and we became activists. It became our mis-
sion to make sure the brook, which is a trout-spawning 
waterway and runs alongside our property, be preserved, 
recognizing that water was not only essential to our lives, 
but to the plants and animals too.” To become better edu-
cated, the couple enrolled in a Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sions program for Master Gardener volunteers, which 
both completed successfully. Over the years, Mia’s exper-
tise has grown. As she toured me through the property, 
I was dumbfounded by the sheer number and variety of 
trees and f lowers that she could name, sharing tidbits of 
information regarding medicinal use and historical sig-
nificance, while enthusing about encouraging the propa-
gation of indigenous plants. 

“This lilac is from my mother’s yard,” Mia said during 
our nature walk. “It’s easy to root them and start a whole 
new tree. And because they belong here, it has thrived.” 
As we meandered through the property, Mia continued to 
point out the dozens of species growing naturally along 
the paths. “The moss informs us that this is acidic soil,” 
she said, “so we basically let the plants tell us what makes 
them happy.” Mayflowers, lilies of the valley, bleeding 
hearts, primrose and columbine abound. “We’ve chosen 
not to mow,” Mia said with a sweep of her arm, indicating 
the large meadow in front of the farmhouse. By doing so, 
Mia and Joe can enjoy the butterflies, meadowlarks and 
lightning bugs that thrive where the fields are not tended. 
“Of course, I have to take care of some things, like the veg-

How does your garden grow?

TRR photos by Jonathan Charles Fox
Mia Koerner examines a blooming magnolia tree in front of her property on Shandalee Road in Livingston Manor, NY.

Lily of the valley and bleeding hearts make a charming setting for this unusual birdbath. 

This staircase adorns a structure being turned into a guest house on the Koerner property. Hand painted by Diane Atkins, 
it is a tribute to Shandalee Brook, which runs along the property.

etables.” Pointing out the herb garden, Mia shared more 
helpful hints. “Chives around your garden keep the deer 
away,” she said, “and lemon balm—they hate it!” 

As for the many varieties of wild berries on the property, 
Mia and Joe like to share. “We let the birds eat what they 
can,” she said of the strawberries and currents. “There 
is plenty to go around.” Mustards, stinging nettles and 
horsetails share space with the mushrooms thriving along 
the side of the house. ”They only come up when they want 
to f lower and reproduce,” Mia said. “Although we can eat 
much of what we see, it’s what is below ground that really 
counts.” As for the tiny star f lowers sweeping low across 
the ground? “They like a rich soil, but can only thrive when 
the sun can reach them. By the time the leaves are full in 
the canopy above, their time is over.” 

There are one or two spaces that are slightly manicured, 

by the front porch and near the pool, which has an incred-
ible view of the mountains overlooking Shandalee. Flow-
ering trees provide an array of color and shade, and there 
is always something in bloom through the seasons. Before 
the berries arrive, a fiery red quince set in the “English 
garden” is stunning, next to the honeysuckle, azalea and 
towering magnolia, which as it turns out can be found 
naturally this far north. Not far away are potted swiss 
chard, sweet potatoes, peas and beets. “We source our 
tomatoes from Anne Hart’s place [Domesticities and the 
Cutting Garden] in Youngsville,” Mia said. “They’re the 
best around!” 

All in all, there are four structures on the property:  a 
quilt shop, guest quarters, the main house and a pictur-
esque old barn, all surrounded by plants, f lowers and 

The twisted trunk of this tree gives a kind of Japanese 
flavor to this late spring scene. 

Flowering quince

Continued on page18
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By Jonathan Charles Fox

For enthusiasts like Livingston Manor’s Mia Koerner, 
tending to the garden is a lot of work, but absolutely a 
labor of love. “I grew up here in the Manor,” Koerner says, 
“where beauty was evident daily when I walked to school, 
swam in the lakes and fished with my dad. The natural 
world was not separate from our daily lives—it was every-
where. My father always had a vegetable garden which he 
shared with neighbors and later would use in my mother’s 
restaurant (The Oak Table) from the late ‘70s until 1997. 
My interest in learning about the natural ecology really 
began in my teens, when Earth Day was established.”

By the time Mia and her husband Joe bought a home on 
Shandalee Road, they were concerned about pesticides 
and chemicals that had become commonplace in the agri-
cultural industry and how that could affect their growing 
family. “We knew it was throwing nature out of balance,” 
she said, “and made a concerted effort to not use any her-
bicides, insecticides or chemical fertilizers on our prop-
erty, while doing plenty of research in the local library in 
order to learn as much as we could.” With over 13 acres, 
Mia and Joe have plenty of room to tend to their own little 
piece of paradise, but making sure that it will last for gen-
erations has also become their mission.

“Back in the 1980s, our precious Shandalee Brook was 
threatened, and we became activists. It became our mis-
sion to make sure the brook, which is a trout-spawning 
waterway and runs alongside our property, be preserved, 
recognizing that water was not only essential to our lives, 
but to the plants and animals too.” To become better edu-
cated, the couple enrolled in a Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sions program for Master Gardener volunteers, which 
both completed successfully. Over the years, Mia’s exper-
tise has grown. As she toured me through the property, 
I was dumbfounded by the sheer number and variety of 
trees and f lowers that she could name, sharing tidbits of 
information regarding medicinal use and historical sig-
nificance, while enthusing about encouraging the propa-
gation of indigenous plants. 

“This lilac is from my mother’s yard,” Mia said during 
our nature walk. “It’s easy to root them and start a whole 
new tree. And because they belong here, it has thrived.” 
As we meandered through the property, Mia continued to 
point out the dozens of species growing naturally along 
the paths. “The moss informs us that this is acidic soil,” 
she said, “so we basically let the plants tell us what makes 
them happy.” Mayflowers, lilies of the valley, bleeding 
hearts, primrose and columbine abound. “We’ve chosen 
not to mow,” Mia said with a sweep of her arm, indicating 
the large meadow in front of the farmhouse. By doing so, 
Mia and Joe can enjoy the butterflies, meadowlarks and 
lightning bugs that thrive where the fields are not tended. 
“Of course, I have to take care of some things, like the veg-

How does your garden grow?

TRR photos by Jonathan Charles Fox
Mia Koerner examines a blooming magnolia tree in front of her property on Shandalee Road in Livingston Manor, NY.

etables.” Pointing out the herb garden, Mia shared more 
helpful hints. “Chives around your garden keep the deer 
away,” she said, “and lemon balm—they hate it!” 

As for the many varieties of wild berries on the property, 
Mia and Joe like to share. “We let the birds eat what they 
can,” she said of the strawberries and currents. “There 
is plenty to go around.” Mustards, stinging nettles and 
horsetails share space with the mushrooms thriving along 
the side of the house. ”They only come up when they want 
to f lower and reproduce,” Mia said. “Although we can eat 
much of what we see, it’s what is below ground that really 
counts.” As for the tiny star f lowers sweeping low across 
the ground? “They like a rich soil, but can only thrive when 
the sun can reach them. By the time the leaves are full in 
the canopy above, their time is over.” 

There are one or two spaces that are slightly manicured, 

by the front porch and near the pool, which has an incred-
ible view of the mountains overlooking Shandalee. Flow-
ering trees provide an array of color and shade, and there 
is always something in bloom through the seasons. Before 
the berries arrive, a fiery red quince set in the “English 
garden” is stunning, next to the honeysuckle, azalea and 
towering magnolia, which as it turns out can be found 
naturally this far north. Not far away are potted swiss 
chard, sweet potatoes, peas and beets. “We source our 
tomatoes from Anne Hart’s place [Domesticities and the 
Cutting Garden] in Youngsville,” Mia said. “They’re the 
best around!” 

All in all, there are four structures on the property:  a 
quilt shop, guest quarters, the main house and a pictur-
esque old barn, all surrounded by plants, f lowers and 

Continued on page 16
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trees. “We’re converting the guest house into 
a ‘mother-in-law’ space,” Mia said, inviting a 

closer inspection. “Check out the stair-
case!” Hand painted by Diane Atkins, 
a waterfall cascades down the stairs, 
with foam spraying across the rocks, 
which hide little creatures peering out 
through the mist, in a masterful tribute 
to Shandalee Brook, bringing the great 
outdoors inside for overnight guests to 
enjoy. 

When asked if she talks to her plants, Mia slyly 
smiled. “Not on a regular basis,” she answered, 
“but I love my garden with all of my heart.” In 
addition to their garden at home, Joe and Mia 
have helped to develop gardens to beautify the 
Livingston Manor community, and with the help 
of Sullivan Renaissance grant funding, the fruits 
of their labor can be seen in Rotary Park, at the 
Methodist church and at Temple Agudas Achim. 

“We are both able to teach others our meth-
ods and philosophies while enjoying the com-

panionship of those new to 
gardening,” Mia enthused. 
“We belong to the Roscoe 
Rockland Garden Club 
and find this hobby to be 
rewarding and healthy. 
Life began in a garden, 
so perhaps we can better 
appreciate all that it has to 
offer our bodies and souls.”

To find out more about 
how you can learn garden-
ing skills from basic to 
master class, Mia recom-
mends checking with your 
local library for informa-
tive programs and classes 
available close to home. 
How does your garden 
grow?

An air of enchantment is created by the mixture of untrammeled 
foliage, delicate flowers and a curious mixture of man-made items 
from different eras and places, like the Buddha head perched atop a 
vintage milk can in the photo at right or the bird cage, miscellaneous 
pots—and yes, that looks like a table lamp—in the photo above.

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?
Continued from page 15
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By Wallis Brandt

Consult any reference book—or web-
site for that matter—and you’ll find that 
the definition of “groundcover” covers 
a lot of ground. For example, accord-
ing to Merriam-Webster, groundcover 
is “the small plants on a forest f loor 
except young trees” and “the planting of 
low plants (ivy) that covers the ground 
in place of turf.” Dictionary.com says 
that groundcover includes “herbaceous 
plants and low shrubs in a forest consid-
ered as a whole,” as well as “any variety 
of low-growing or trailing plants used 
to cover the ground in areas where grass 
is difficult to grow as in dense shade or 
on steep slopes.” Wikipedia (God bless 
them) states that groundcover “is any 
plant that grows over an area of ground… 
providing protection of the topsoil 
from erosion and drought.” I consulted 
four garden experts in our area about 
groundcovers in general and asked each 
one to elaborate on their favorites as well 
as their not-so-favorites. 

Adrianne Picciano 
Adrianne Picciano, aka the Dirt Diva 

(gardensforeatin.com) has always loved 
playing in the dirt, plants in general, 
and the physical exercise she gets from 

Ask the experts

Gardener’s choice: groundcovers

Contributed photos
Lamium, a good plant for shade, was singled out as a good ground cover by two of our experts.
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Jennie L Waligroski Real Estate
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73 Woods Road, Barryville, NY 12719
Licensed in NY and PA

NY# 10351212579
PA# SBR002696

Listings 
Needed!

Continued on page 18
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gardening. Tending gardens in Western 
Sullivan and the PA side of the Dela-
ware River in Wayne County, Picciano 
specializes in organic vegetable gardens 
and edible landscaping. 

Picciano defines a groundcover as 
“a low growing (under a foot tall), low-
maintenance perennial that spreads 
easily to cover bare soil. “

Picciano’s Favorites:
For shade or part sun and shallow 

soil, Picciano prefers the perennial and 
versatile Geranium macrorhizum. “Some 
varieties turn red in the fall and smell 
like green apple Jolly Ranchers when 
you brush up against them,” says Pic-
ciano, adding, “It’s great for landscap-
ing around the bases of trees. They 
f lower in pink, magenta or white, and 
are super easy to divide.” For dry sites 
and rock gardens, Picciano likes Lime 

Zinger sedum, aka stonecrop, for its 
“neat red-rimmed, bluish-green, ear-
shaped f leshy leaves so soft to the 
touch.” Cerastium tomentosum, aka snow-
in-summer, forms a carpet of teardrop-
shaped silvery green fuzzy leaves cov-
ered in white star shaped f lowers, “all 
of which cascade nicely over rock walls 
and borders.” And Microbiota decussata, 
aka Siberian carpet cypress, an ever-
green woody shrub with “soft feathery 
fern-like leaves,” will add a hint of Japa-
nese Zen to any garden.

Picciano’s Must-Avoid: 
Vinca (aka periwinkle or creeping 

myrtle) and ivy. “Neither is native and 
both choke out neighboring plants 
and, once established, can be dif-
ficult to remove,” warns Picciano. 

GROUNDCOVERS
Continued from page 17
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Continued on page 19
By Matt Lavin from Bozeman, Montana, USA (Coronilla varia  Uploaded by Tim1357) [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/

licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Snow in summer is an evergreen with velvety, soft green leaves that is covered with 
white blossoms in late spring to early summer.
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GROUNDCOVERS
Continued from page 18

Magaly Perez
Following a friend’s recommendation, Magaly Perez 

started working for a garden designer in New York City 
in 1999, and then in 2004 began working upstate for a 
landscape architect. Upon the landscaper’s retirement, 
Perez, along with a fellow gardener, inherited the care 
of those gardens. Today, she maintains already existing 
perennial gardens in Sullivan and Wayne County. 

According to Perez, “A groundcover is any plant that 
covers a large area and is used as an alternative to lawn, 
creating a mulch to keep ground from drying. It also 
suppresses weeds and controls erosion.

Perez’s Favorites: 
Tiarella, May apples, violets and wild ginger—“the 

latter three are best in their wild habitats,” says Perez, 
who also likes sedums for their wonderful texture, 
thyme for its aroma, ajuga for its bronzy color and den-
sity, and golden creeping jenny for its chartreuse color. 
For shade, Perez suggests sweet woodruff. 

Perez’s Must-Avoid: 
Bishop’s weed, aka Snow on the Mountain, because “it’s 

too aggressive and hard to eradicate, and crown vetch 
because it’s tolerant to many conditions and very invasive.”

Suzanne Bold
Suzanne Bold, owner of Bold’s Garden 

Center & Florist on Willow Avenue in Hon-
esdale, PA (www.boldsflorist.com), was first 
introduced to professional gardening when 
her mother purchased a roadside fruit/vege-
table market in 1971. That stand soon turned 
into a garden center and small nursery and 
eventually a full service f lorist and gift shop 
serving all of Northeast PA, as well as neigh-
boring towns in both New York and New 
Jersey. 

Bold describes groundcovers as “low-
growing, spreading plants that help control 
weed growth and soil erosion.”

Bold’s Favorites: 
For shade: pachysandra and wild ginger. For partial 

shade: Tiarella, aka foam flower; for part to full sun: 
creeping phlox. For sun to full shade: Irish moss, ajuga, 
and Houttuynia cordata, aka camelon plan. “Thyme 
(creeping and woolly) and catnip are sun worshippers,” 
says Bold. “Vinca minor likes full sun to partial shade, 
while sweet woodruff and Lamium, aka dead nettle, 
prefer full shade. All are deer resistant—just make sure 

67 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701
800.734.5591 / 845.796.1500 | www.mbagency.com

Continued on page 20

Crown vetch, though it blooms beautifully over a long period and is 
good at stabilizing slopes, received a thumbs down from a couple of 
our experts for being too invasive.

they’re planted in their specific habitat locations.” 
Bold’s Must-Avoid: 
“Japanese knotweed, purple loosestrife, tansy and 

crown vetch are all extremely invasive,” advises Bold. 
“If too much is ingested, crown vetch can also be harm-
ful to horses.” 
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Patti Zins
Before locating to upstate New York, 

Patti Zins of Zin Gardens (845/482-
3465) worked many years in commer-
cial greenhouses and nurseries in New 
Jersey and Idaho. She did interior plant 
maintenance of residential and com-
mercial installations as well as some 
residential outdoor work. In Sullivan 
County, Zins specializes in maintain-
ing and enhancing existing ornamental 
gardens involving mostly perennials, 
shrubs and small trees. 

According to Zins, a groundcover is “a 
group of low growing plants that spread 
and overlap enough to crowd out weeds.” 

Zins’ Favorites:
“English ivy, pachysandra and creep-

ing juniper are good lawn substitutes,” 
says Zins, “and cotoneaster is great on 
slopes.” Zins also plants vinca in shade, 
Lamium in part shade and wintercreeper 
in sunnier spots. 

Zins’ Must-Avoid 
According to Zins, bishops weed, “has 

white roots that snake around every-
thing making it practically impossible to 
eradicate. Though it may look good on 
a hillside far away from areas where it 
might invade, whatever you do, keep it 
away from your garden bed.”

GROUNDCOVERS
Continued from page 20 Michael ParkerMichael Parker

PA #022366PA #022366

Custom CarpentryCustom Carpentry
NEW HOME • ADDITIONS • REMODELING

WINDOWS • DOORS • DECKS • TRIM

(570)(570) 559-7583 559-7583

Ajuga carries spires of flowers in blue shades in late spring-early summer. 

The Honesdale Loft
Premium vacation rental in the heart 

of Honesdale, PA

www.airbnb.com/rooms/18915181

Call Christine:
631-742-1721 or 

email: kroozin@hotmail.com

21 Lower Main Street, PO Box 335, Callicoon, NY

845-887-5640
www.fredarealty.com
email:tom@fredarealty.com Real Estate Inc.

Upper Delaware Country Properties

MLS # 44944   Equinunk, Pa.   Stunning contemporary with lake 
rights to a 200-acre motorboat lake at The Woods at Duck Harbor.  
5.57+/- acres of park like setting.  Open  oor plan, vaulted ceil-
ings and abundant natural light make this home very welcoming. 
4 BR, 3.5 BA.  French doors lead to a beautiful screened sunporch 
off the dining room area, plus there is an expansive wrap-around 
deck.  Finished basement with family room, guest bedroom, me-
dia room and full bath. Large attached garage plus many more 
features - $ 399,000
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Chopped Salad Options
$7.99 Starting Price

Choose A Lettuce:
☐ Iceburg ☐ Romaine ☐ Kale(+$2)
☐ Mixed Field Greens ☐ Baby Spinach Leaves

Choose 4 Toss-Ins:
 (each additional toss-in is .50 each)
☐ Grilled Chicken(+$2) ☐ Crispy Chicken(+$2)
☐ Sunfl ower Seeds ☐ Almonds(+$2)
☐ Crushed Walnuts(+$2) ☐ Crumbled Bacon
☐ Shredded Carrot ☐ Dried Cranberry
☐ Diced Ham ☐ Gorgonzola
☐ Feta ☐ Grated Parmesan
☐ Shredded Cheddar ☐ Diced Red Onion
☐ Sliced Mushroom ☐ Corn
☐ Bell Peppers ☐ Black Olives
☐ Celery ☐ Croutons
☐ Chick Peas ☐ Hard Boiled Eggs
☐ Avocado(+$2) ☐ diced Tomato
☐ Jalapenos ☐ Marinated Red Peppers
☐ Tortilla Strips ☐ Black Beans

Choose A Dressing: (☐ Mixed In    ☐ On the Side)
☐ Th ousand Island ☐ Chunky Blue Cheese
☐ Creamy Ranch ☐ Dijon Honey Mustard
☐ Balsamic Vinaigrette ☐ Italian
☐ Oil & Vinegar ☐ Creamy Caesar
☐ Lite Raspberry Walnut Vinaigrette ☐ Parmesan Peppercorn
☐ Fat Free Zesty Italian ☐ Chipotle Ranch
☐ Creamy French ☐ Greek

We Recommend:
☐ Caesar Salad: Romaine lettuce, Grilled Chicken, Parmesan 
cheese, croutons, & Caesar dressing

☐ Greek Salad: Iceburg lettuce, black olives, feta cheese, 
red onions, Diced Tomato & Greek Dressing

☐ Taco Salad: Iceburg Lettuce, Shredded Cheddar, Tortilla 
Strips, Black beans, Celery, Onion & Chipotle Ranch

Summer Specials Menu
Th e California: 7.00
Turkey Bacon, Two Eggs, & Avocado; on a roll
Th e Woodsman's Plate: 9.75
3 Eggs any style, Bacon, Sausage Links & French Toast;  all piled on a platter
Th e Big John: 9.00
Crispy Chicken Cutlet, Melted Mozzarella, Applewood Smoked Bacon, 
Homemade Macaroni Salad, & Dijon Honey Mustard;  on toasted white 
bread
Po-Boy: 10.95 
Fried Shrimp, Homemade Summer Coleslaw, & Tartar Sauce;  on a toasted 
garlic hero
Th e C.B.R.: 9.00
Crispy Chicken Cutlet, Bacon, Cheddar & Ranch Dressing; on a roll
Th e Roast on Toast: 9.00
Chipotle Pulled Pork, Avocado, & Pepperjack Cheese;  on toasted white 
bread
Th e Gatsby: 10.95
Fresh Arugula, Fresh Mozzarella, Sliced Tomato, Basil Pesto;  panini pressed
Th e .45: 11.95
Crispy Chicken Cutlet, Swiss Cheese, Ham, Lettuce, & Honey Mustard; on a 
toasted garlic hero; with your choice of side salad
Th e Patriot: 11.95
Hot Roast Beef, Bacon, Mozzarella Cheese, Cheddar Cheese, Ketchup, Mayo, 
Honey Mustard, & Oregano; on a toasted garlic hero
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By Ramona Jan

Brought by transatlantic travelers, many of our 
Northeastern wildflowers originated in Europe and 
Asia and are now considered native. Various blooms 
spread over decades into our surrounding area and 

soon became naturalized—making it hard to distin-
guish truly indigenous plants from the Euro/Asian-
cultivars. Nonetheless, if you are new to f lower garden-
ing or just want something easy to maintain, consider 

planting any of the following “native” (or anyway, natu-
ralized) wildflowers:

Wild and indigenous blooms
Easy garden starters with some interesting history and lore

Continued on page 24

TRR photo by Ramona Jan
Foxglove
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Pretty little Brick house is all you 
may need. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, all 
on 2.6 acres. Offered at $129,000.

Classic Victorian boarding house 
beauty in lovely condition. Large 
house, bedrooms galore, pond, 
32 acres, excellent Beechwoods 

location. Offered at $749,000.

Delightful French Woods 
Farmhouse with garage and studio 
apartment on 9+ acres, just 3 miles 

from Long Eddy.
Offered at $289,000.

When location counts! Beautiful 
contemporary home just a hop, skip 

and jump from Callicoon.
Offered at $365,000.
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Foxglove
Tall and sensational, one of the most beautiful f low-

ers that you’ll find growing naturally is foxglove (Digi-
talis). Originating from the wooded hillsides of England 
where foxes made their dens, the name derives from 
the Old English “foxes glofa.” It’s important to get to 
know foxglove by its leaves because it’s biennial, which 
means, it blooms every other year. When not in bloom 
its cluster of leaves is low to the ground, broad and 
slightly fuzzy, and it has no stalk. In the right condi-
tions, foxglove will proliferate like crazy, as it re-seeds 
itself. And the deer won’t touch them!

Buttercups and forget-me-nots
As a kid, you may remember holding a buttercup 

(Ranunculus) under a friend’s chin and if it reflected 
yellow, it meant they liked butter. It was a good bet 
since most kids are fond of butter. Species of the Ranun-
culus genus are widespread around the world; the native 
variety in our area is called Ranunculus bulbosa.

You (or more likely your mother or grandmother) 
also may also remember a trend that began as far back 
as medieval times when ladies wore forget-me-nots 
(Myosotis) as a symbol of faithfulness and enduring 
love. According to Greek lore, after God named all the 
plants, a tiny unnamed one cried out, “Forget-me-not!” 
and God replied, “That shall be your name.” Unlike the 
common buttercup found here, the local Myosotis are 
garden escapees.

Both buttercups and forget-me-nots are perennials 
that bloom in spring and have complementary colors, 
so they look great together. Buttercups can grow in a 
wide variety of conditions, but forget-me-nots must 
have moisture, so to see them together, place them near 
ponds or on the banks of running water. Begin with 
one plant or scatter seeds, and each spring you’ll enjoy a 
blanket of blue and yellow. 

Daylilies
Daylilies (Hemerocallis) originated in Asia, but came 

to our shores along with early white settlers in Colonial 
times, and since has naturalized abundantly—you’ll see 
it everywhere on roadsides in our area (if the deer have 
left it alone). Until hybridization, daylilies only came in 
three colors: yellow, orange and tawny red, and those 

BLOOMS
Continued from page 22

Foundations, Frost Walls, Floors, Retaining 
Walls, Sidewalks, Slabs

845-932-8232 • 845-741-7687 (CELL)
Cochecton, NY • PAOAGHIC:70

KRATZ
CONCRETE

For All Your Poured Projects • Fully Insured

Contributed photos by Patti Zins
Buttercups and forget-me-notsContinued on page 25

845.252.3547 Narrowsburg, NY Office
570.253.6606 Honesdale, PA Office

nora.pennyork@gmail.com
PO Box 145 Narrowsburg, NY 12764

www.pennyorkrealestate.com

Nora I. Manzolillo
Associate Real Estate Broker PA and NY

Hamlet of Narrowsburg, NY  
Excellent home, river views, beautiful hardwood 
 oors & woodwork. Retro kitchen and bathrooms. 

Freshly painted. Whole house generator lots
of workshop space. Attached 2 car garage

Prime location. Priced to Sell.

 $159,000
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BLOOMS
Continued from page 25

are the colors you’ll see in the natu-
ral landscape. Considered the per-
fect perennial, daylilies now come 
in hundreds of varieties and are 
adaptable to many different land-

scapes; however, the f lower only 
lasts 24 hours. But they have many 
stalks with groups of buds that will 
continue to f lower for weeks from 
late spring into autumn. 

Daylilies

Black-eyed Susans, phlox and Echinacea

Black-eyed Susans, phlox and purple conefl ower
Black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia hirta) are 

such short-lived perennials that though they 
may appear to come up again year after year, 
they may simply be re-seeding themselves. 
They are native to North America, but their 
name derives from a very old British poem 
titled “Black-Eyed Susan,” and, of course, 
refers to the dark cone in the center of its 
overlapping, tony cadmium yellow petals. 
Warning: to deer, they are candy. Luckily, 
there are several non-toxic deer repellents, 
all of which can be found at some local hard-
ware stores, Agway and/or Home Depot.

For the Native Americans, the full moon in 
April heralded the appearance of a ground-
cover called moss pink phlox (Phlox subulata), 

which signified the beginning of spring. 
Today, phlox, on ground level or in tall col-
umns, are some of the most spectacular and 
easiest perennials to grow in Northeast-
ern gardens. Fragrant and multi-colored in 
pale blue, violet, pink, bright red and white, 
phlox is also an all-around favorite food for 
hummingbirds. Pair phlox with purple cone 
f lower, aka Echinacea, with its soft mauve-
colored petals and bright sienna center, and 
you’ll also attract a wide variety of bees and 
butterflies. Different parts of the Echinacea 
plant is used in teas and alternative medi-
cine to boost the immune system especially 
in regards to the common cold.

Planting tip
During a light rain, simply toss wildflower seeds on top of a turned bed of soil. The 

moisture will cause the seeds to lodge into the soil, and just like weeds, wild f lowers 
will readily grow.
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Classes Forming Now
Learn Tai Chi

A Mind/Body Exercise Known As “Moving Meditation”:
Great For People Of All Ages • Classes For Children Available

For More Information 
About Sessions Please 
Call Neil 845-270-5747 
Between 12:00 Noon  
& 8:00 P.M. Or Email  
Chi108@aol.com

Intermediate and 
Advanced Classes 
Continue As Usual. 
Private Sessions 
Available

Th is Is An Opportunity To:
• Reduce Chronic Pain, Stress, Anxiety
• Maintain Health Of Internal Organs
• Decrease Back And Sciatica Problems
• Strengthen Immune System
• Reduce Blood Sugar Levels

• Develop Good Posture, Flexibility, 
   And Balance
• Increase Mental Acuity
• Learn Self Defense
• Lower Blood Pressure
• Improve Cardio Vascular Function 

New Beginners Classes Starting At:
Beach Lake Tai Chi Studio 108, PA and the Chi Hive, Narrowburg, NY

Learn From An Instructor And Lecturer
With 25 Years Of National And International Experience

CENTURY 21 Geba Realty  845.856.6629
View all Sullivan, Orange, Pike and Sussex county 

homes on www.gebarealty.com

Lake Area Contemporary!
Welcome to the Lake! This charming home features 

LR w/  replace, cathedral ceiling & sliders to solarium, 
kitchen w/slider to deck, dining area, 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths, detached garage & Lake/Beach access too! 

$285,000

Immaculate Ranch!
Home Sweet Home! Beautiful ranch home on 3+ acres 

features LR w/  replace, large maple kitchen w/SS 
appliances, dining area, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, inlaw 

suite, deck, A/C, attached 2 car garage, covered porch 
& MORE! $234,900

Super Adorable!
Lovingly renovated Lake Area cottage features LR w/
slider to balcony w/ lake view, fabulous kitchen w/ all 

appliances & slider to large deck, dining area, bedroom 
& full bath. Full walkout basement could be additional 

living space! Lake/ Beach access too! $125,000

Got Horses?
Lovingly maintained country Ranch features LR w/  re-
place, dining room, NEW kitchen w/ center island & SS 
appliances, 3 bedrooms, NEW bath, enclosed heated 

porch, deck, 2 car garage 12x12 two stall barn, corral & 
outbuilding on nearly 5 acres! $197,500

MARSHALL MACHINERY INC.
Route 652 • 348 Bethel School Road, Honesdale PA 18431

570-729-7117 • www.marshall-machinery.com

We are innovators. 
We are Kubota.

RTV-X900 Utility Vehicle
• 21.6 HP* Kubota Diesel Engine
• Exclusive Variable Hydro Transmission
• Front and Rear Independent Suspension

Standard L Series Compact Tractors
• 24.8 to 47.3 HP* Kubota Diesel Engines
• Powerful Transmission Options
• High Quality, Versatile and Affordable

Z122R Zero-Turn Mower
• 22 HP* Air-Cooled Kawasaki ER Engine 
• 4.5"-Deep, Fully-Welded Durable, 42" Mower Deck
•  Patented Steering System Design for Superior Handling and 

Ease of Operation

M6 Series Mid-Size Ag Tractors
• 104.5 to 141.4 HP* Kubota Diesel Engines
• Exclusive Bevel-Gear Front Axle for Easy Handling and Maneuverability
• Climate-Controlled, Grand X Cab with Ample Head and Legroom

*For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult 
your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power 

recommended practices. Optional equipment may be shown. 
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2016

www.kubota.com

EAGLE VALLEY REALTY
6569 State Route 97 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764 • 845-252-3085

Serving the Upper Delaware River Valley
Licensed NY & PA, Realtor-MLS

For more country properties visit us on the web!
www.eaglevalleyrealty.com • eaglevalleyrealty@gmail.com

Perched High Above The Delaware River, This Custom Bluestone Ranch Sits On 26+ Acres With Stunning Views Of The 
Countryside! Lots Of Windows Welcome The Natural Light. Features Include A Generous Open Floor Plan, Hardwood 
Flrs, Stone FP, Radiant Heat, A Custom Kitchen, Den, Laundry, 2 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths (Includes Master Suite) On Main 
Level. Lower Level Is Finished W/ A Family Room, 3rd Bedroom, Full Bath & Walk-Out Access To Yard. Also A Potting 
Shed & Large Shed W/ Electric Can Be A Potential Guest House. Bluestone Walkways & Patios, Lovely Perennials, An 
Outdoor Shower, Fruit Trees, Pond & Trails Throughout. Priced @ $299,900 MLS # 44745

Great Place With Lots Of Room! This Lovingly Maintained 
Spacious Ranch Boasts A Formal Living Room, Dining 
Room, Breakfast Room Off The Kitchen, Family Room, 
Master Bedroom En-Suite, 2 Bedrooms, Full Bath, And 
A Laundry/Mud Room. The Downstairs Is A Very Large, 
Bright Space, Perfect For A Game Room Or Anything 
You Want And There Is A Half Bath. Call Today For An 
Appointment! Priced @ $169,000 MLS# 44470

Cute Country Home!  This Cute Cottage Features Beautiful 
Wood Floors, An Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room, Three 
Bedrooms, Full Bath And A Laundry/Mud Room. Nice 
Mostly Level And Open Yard. Close To Beautiful Lake 
Huntington (Motorboat Lake) And Sullivan West HS. 
Come Take A Look Today! Priced @ $87,000 MLS# 46235
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3.5 Acres on Burn Meadow Rd 3.5 Acres on Burn Meadow Rd 

400+ feet water frontage400+ feet water frontage
on Burnt Meadow Pond on Burnt Meadow Pond 

1 Acer Parcel Lake Sure Dr1 Acer Parcel Lake Sure Dr
Swinging Bridge EstateSwinging Bridge Estate

All have rights to Swinging Bridge LakeAll have rights to Swinging Bridge Lake

845-701-6580845-701-6580 With your new home comes new 
responsibilities – like protecting 
your new investment with the right 
amount of homeowners insurance. 
That’s where I can help.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Discover why
over 17 million
homeowners
trust State Farm®.

0907507.1 State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,  
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Robert Wells, Agent
18 Thompson Square
Monticello, NY  12701
Bus: 845-794-7000

robert.wells.k2on@statefarm.com

Organic Tick
Spraying
845-557-8051

Deroskartreeservice.com
deroskartreeservice@gmail.com

Watson Brothers, Inc.

570-226-2881

Open 7 days a week
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. – Monday - Saturday

Sundays 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

IS YOUR GOLF CART READY IS YOUR GOLF CART READY 
FOR SPRING?FOR SPRING?

DOES IT NEED SERVICE?

Call now 
for spring 
service!

Pick Up & 
Delivery 

Available!

Stone Walls, Patios & Walkways
Water Features, Lawn Maintenance

All Phases of Landscaping
Countless Commercial & Residential References

ALEX CHULADA, owner/operator

570-470-0294

LANDSCULPTORS

DOWN TO
EARTH

www.rmfarmrealestate.com
54 Main St, PO Box 391

Livingston Manor, NY 12758
(845) 439-5511

Gina Molinet, Broker   
845-439-5511

rmfarm@hvc.rr.com
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TWO GREAT OFFERS! 
It’s Your Choice. . .Limited Time Only

TEARDOWN/REBUILD, SECOND STORY & SIDE ADDITIONS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE.

FACTORY OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, July 8 & August 5
30 Reagans Mill Road in Wingdale, NY

Meet the builders and tour the factory from 10 am - 3 pm. Here’s an  

homes in their factory. Refreshments served, must be 18 to tour.

642 International Blvd. 
Rock Tavern, NY

(845) 787-0400
WMHConstruction.com

(Located by Stewart Airport)

dream kitchen upgrade to any Merillat Classic Series Cabinet– absolutely 
free, or a dream master bath upgrade – up to $5,000!

kitchen or bathroom unique. Call us today and take  
advantage of this special offer. Hurry – production 
spots are limited.

A Dream 
Kitchen or Master Bath Upgrade!
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